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IMPORTANT NEWS!!!!!  

The Chapter will no longer be mailing our 

various publications and notifications, including 

newsletters, PDH / event announcements, etc., 

to our entire membership!  Instead, we will be 

sending these items via email using our new 

Chapter E-Mail  List  through ConstantContact.  

Be sure you are on our new email list by visiting 

www.westputpe.org (look for Sign-up for our 

Mail List in the lower left -hand corner of the 

home page) or by completing the enclosed form 

and mailing it back to the Chapter at the 

provided address. 

If you wish to continue receiving mailings, also 

complete the enclosed form, check ñPlease 

Provide Me Information by US Mail, and 

return it to the Chapter at the provided 

address. 

Golf Outing 2010 

Vincent Cannizzaro, P.E. 

The Chapterôs Annual Golf outing is approaching 

and will be held on Tuesday, September 7, 2010 at 

Ridgewy Country Club in White Plains, NY.   

 

Additional information is provided later in this 

newsletter or can be viewed on our website at 

www.westputpe.com/golf.php.   

 

Online registration options are available for golf, 

golf and dinner, hole sponsorships and event 

sponsorships.  Discounted prices apply before 

August 15
th
. 

 

Thank you for your support and we look forward 

to seeing you at the outing! 

Notices 

 
To Place an Ad in ñThe Westchester Engineerò 

or to post an employment opportunity or position 

wanted in future newsletters, please contact Lucy 

Caggiano at westputpe@live.com 
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Presidentôs Message 

Robert Aiello, P.E. 

 

I am honored to have been recently inducted as this 

yearôs President of the Westchester /Putnam Chapter 

of the New York State Society of Professional 

Engineers, Inc.  Our Chapter is lucky to have such a 

dedicated group of professionals on our Board of 

Directors and in our Officer positions who give their 

time to our many charitable causes such as 

scholarships, MathCounts, Engineering Expo and 

many others. 

 

Recently, I have discussed the Chapterôs role in 

addition to these charitable efforts with many of our 

Board Members and Officers with the goal of 

providing additional value to our members.  I think 

we can all agree that in these times it is critically 

important that all financial expenditures, including 

your decision to renew your NSPE, NYSSPE and 

Chapter membership, need to be value driven. 

 

To help answer this question, we consulted the NSPE 

website to revisit the functions of goals of the local 

Chapters under NSPE, where it states ñNSPE local 

chapters offer engineers the chance to network and 

gain professional referrals through contacts with 

colleagues in their communities.ò 

 

Our Chapter is one of the largest local Chapters in the 

country with over 250 active members.  The best 

way to provide value for our Chapter members is 

to hear your ideas so we can decide how to 

implement them.  Please email your suggestions to 

westputpe@live.com for your Boardôs 

consideration! 

 

To start, we are changing the format of our monthly 

PDH meetings to become PDH / Networking events.  

The meetings will be held on the 3
rd
 Wednesday of 

each month and will be either a breakfast format in 

the morning or an evening cocktail reception with 

hors d'oeuvres to reduce registration costs and to 

minimize disruptions to everyoneôs busy day.  Each 

meeting will have a ½ hour networking session to run 

concurrent with registration and the PDH session will 

follow. 

 

Please help us generate interesting topics for these 

meetings by emailing your ideas to 

westputpe@live.com.   

 

To facilitate these and other programs, the Chapter 

has allocated our time and resources over the past 

year to enhancing our communications with our 

membership.  Our new website ( www.westputpe.org 

) is intended to be a summary of our various 

programs and events to keep our members updated of 

recent events.  Our new email list system enables the 

Chapter to inform our members and other interested 

professionals / associates as they are added or 

organized.  Please be sure to update your contact 

information in our mail list to remain informed of our 

events by visiting www.westputpe.org and using the 

ñJoin Our Email Listò button in the lower left-hand 

corner of the home page.  This is especially important 

since we are phasing-out US mailings to all members 

to reduce operating expenses. 

 

Lastly, and perhaps most important, I would like to 

direct your attention to NSPE Executive Director 

Larry Jacobsonôs article from the NSPE website that 

has been reprinted in this newsletter.  NSPEôs 

mission is to promote the practice of engineering and 

the public benefit of a licensed professional 

engineerôs involvement in matters of public health, 

welfare and safety. 

 

When reading this article, I was startled, and perhaps 

a bit naïve, to learn licensed professional engineers 

historically have had limited involvement in the 

design, construction and oversight of key components 

of massive projects like the Deepwater Horizon rig; 

and that a policy requiring such involvement was 

enacted after the recent historic events in the Gulf of 

Mexico.  My perspective, and assumption this was 

already a policy,  may have been skewed by the many 

zoning ordinances I have read that legally require the 

seal of a licensed professional engineer on the plans 

and specifications of far less substantial designs, such 

as 2- lot residential subdivisions and four foot high 

retaining walls. 

 

Our Chapter is committed to work with the NYSSPE, 

now in the capable hands of our friend and colleague, 

President. Louise Doyle, P.E., and with the NSPE to 

continue to promote the importance of the 

involvement of licensed professional engineers in 

designs, large and small, that can potentially impact 

public health, welfare and safety. 

 

In closing, and in support of the need for more 

licensed professional engineers, I would like to share 

with each of you the NSPEôs Engineerôs Creed which 

has been read and pledged at each of NSPEôs 

mailto:westputpe@live.com
mailto:westputpe@live.com
http://www.westputpe.org/
http://www.westputpe.org/
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national, state and local Officer / Board of 

Directorôs Installation Ceremonies for decades, 

including our Chapterôs most recent ceremony 

this past June: 

As a Professional Engineer, I dedicate my 

professional knowledge and skill to the 

advancement and betterment of human welfare. 

I pledge: 

 To give the utmost of performance;  

 To participate in none but honest 

enterprise;  

 To live and work according to the laws 

of man and the highest standards of 

professional conduct;  

 To place service before profit, the honor 

and standing of the profession before 

personal advantage, and the public 

welfare above all other considerations. 

In humility and with need for Divine Guidance, 

I make this pledge. 

 

Engineering Expo 2011 

James A. Caggiano, P.E. 

As you are aware, EXPO 2010 held at Tappan 

Zee High School in Rockland County in April 

was a tremendous success.  We had over 2,000 

attendees and approximately 100 exhibits.  This 

year it will be held in Westchester County on 

Sunday, April 3, 2011.  We are currently 

looking at a few facilities to house the event 

and will be making a decision in September.  In 

the meantime, if you wish to volunteer a little 

time to help in planning and running this 

wonderful event, please contact me at 

jacaggiano@optonline.net 

 

 

 

Continuing Education Program 

 

The Chapter would like to help you obtain the 

required PDH credits for your New York State 

Engineering License while providing a valuable 

opportunity for networking with your colleagues.   

 

We will attempt to maintain a regular pattern for 

these events, being the 3
rd

 Wednesday of the 

month.   Check our website at 

www.westputpe.org for updates and to obtain the 

required registration information or sign-up for 

our email list by by clicking ñJoin Our Mail 

Listò on www.westputpe.org.   

 

Upcoming Chapter PDH/Networking Events: 

September 15, 2010     -  8-9:30 Breakfast,  

Pleasantville Country Club 

 LED / Sustainable Site Lighting Design            

October 20, 2010        -    TBD 

Did you know that your NSPE membership 

entitles you to four free professional 

development hours by taking online seminars 

on ethics topics?  Visit 

http://www.nspe.org/MemberBenefits/fourfree

pdhs.html for more details! 

 Scholarships 

Anthony Oliveri, P.E. 

This yearôs scholarship program has been a 

great success with 26 applications submitted by 

aspiring engineers.  Thanks to the efforts of the 

Chapter and its generous financial sponsors, we 

are able to award three (3) $1,500 scholarships 

to the following high school students starting 

their college engineering education:  

Cristina L. Liberatori ï Maria Regina High 

School 

Brian Doyle ï White Plains High School 

Robert L. Pitaro Jr. - Somers High School  

Congratulations to this yearôs winners and we 

wish you the best of luck as you start pursuing 

your engineering degree in the fall. 

mailto:jacaggiano@optonline.net
http://www.westputpe.org/
http://www.westputpe.org/
http://www.nspe.org/MemberBenefits/fourfreepdhs.html
http://www.nspe.org/MemberBenefits/fourfreepdhs.html
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INDUCTION CEREMONY  

 

A brief induction ceremony for the new slate of 

officers and Board of Directors for 2010-2011 

was held at the offices of John Meyer 

Consulting on June 30
th
 following the regular 

scheduled Board meeting. Recently inducted 

State President, Louise Doyle, P.E. conducted 

the ceremonies. 

 

The Officers and Directors are as follows: 

 

Robert Aiello, P.E.  

 President 

 

Vincent P. Cannizzaro, P.E.  

 President Elect 

 

Diego Villareale, P.E.  

 Vice-President 

 

James T. Buonincontri, P.E. 

 Secretary 

 

Vincent P. Cannizaro, P.E.  

 Treasurer 

Michael J. Finan, P.E.  

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 

 

2013 Directors 

Christopher Mele, P.E. 

Ryan Coyne, P.E.                

Garry Lynch, P.E 

 

At the completion of the ceremony, new 

Chapter President, Rob Aiello, P.E. thanked 

outgoing President Mike Circosta, P.E. for his 

service and was presented with an honorary 

plaque.  

 

We look forward to a year of continued 

networking functions to support and enhance 

our profession and to keep our membership 

abreast of arising issues both on a local and 

national level. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative 

Please visit the NYSSPE website for the 

latest update and also available in the  

PE Magazine at  

http://www.nysspe.org/legupdate2010a.php 
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STORMWATER SOLUTION FOR DEVELOPMENTS 

WITH SPACE CONSTRAINTS  

 

Above-surface Best Management Practices have 

long served as effective stormwater 

management solutions; however, high land 

prices ï especially in urban areas ï demand a 

more efficient use of space. This holds true for 

New York state just as it does for many other 

parts of the country.  

 

Subsurface installations allow engineers to 

maximize land use and add parking or 

landscaping areas. One example of such an 

installation on the East Coast is the expansion of 

Reinhart FoodServiceôs NATCO distribution 

center in New Bedford, Mass. The project 

engineers from Tibbetts Engineering Corp. had 

to place a 27,600-sq.-ft. addition in place of the 

existing parking lot, and the remaining area that 

had to accommodate a new parking lot was 

mostly occupied by a detention pond.  

 

The CULTEC underground chamber system 

offered a solution to the limited space issue. 

About three quarters of the detention pond was 

replaced with 442 units of the companyôs 

Recharger
®
 330XL, providing 58,000 cu. ft. of 

storage.  

 

The installation of the CULTEC system began 

with excavating an 18,000-square-foot bed, 

laying the CULTEC non-woven polypropylene 

filter fabric along the sides and the bottom of the 

bed and then adding a six-inch layer of crushed 

stone. The chambers were arranged in the bed 

and fed using the companyôs HVLV 180 

manifold system. The entire installation took 

about two weeks.  

 

Designed per engineerôs specifications, 

CULTEC systems meet federal and local 

stormwater regulations across the country. 

While project-specific design and installation 

differences apply, a typical CULTEC system 

installation features identical steps for projects 

in any state ïwhether in Massachusetts or New 

York.  

 

 

 

The CULTEC underground chamber 

system offered a solution to Reinhartôs 

limited space issue. The Recharger
®
 

330XL replaced about three quarters 

of the existing detention pond, allowing 

for the building expansion and 

addition of parking spaces.  
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Statement on the Gulf Oil Spill and 

Licensed Professional Engineers 

By NSPE Executive Director Larry Jacobson 
  

As we watch the Gulf Coast oil rig disaster 

unfold and the search for causes continues, it's 

critical to reflect on how to avoid a repeat, not 

only in the oil industry, but in any industry that 

can cause serious harm to people, their 

livelihoods, and the environment. 

  

One of the most sensible and least expensive 

means is to simply require engineering plans to 

be signed and sealed by a licensed professional 

engineer whenever a project involves 

safeguarding life, health, or property. This is 

particularly reasonable in industrial settings, 

where all employees, engineers included, have a 

duty of loyalty to the employer. 

  

Professional engineers are government licensed 

to protect the public and must reach a minimum 

threshold of competence to receive that license. 

The license serves to maintain an acceptable 

standard of competence for the good of the 

publicðthe ultimate beneficiaries of that 

competence. Nobody would think of hiring a 

physician or an attorney who wasn't licensed. 

Their work is so critical to the lives of their 

patients and clients that the only way a doctor or 

lawyer can practice is to be licensed by the state. 

  

But engineering is a different story. Most people 

don't know that only about 10% of this nation's 

four million engineers are licensed. Only about 

10% have demonstrated through education, 

experience, and examination that they have met 

the minimum competency requirements put in 

place by law to safeguard the public. Only about 

10% have taken an oath to protect the health, 

safety, and welfare of the public. Only about 

10% have an affirmative ethical duty to place 

their professional practice ahead of profit. 

  

Is it any wonder that most industries don't hire 

many licensed professional engineers? 

  

Employees all have a duty of loyalty to their 

employer. The employer, in turn, has a duty to 

its owner, and a big part of that duty is to 

produce a profitable return on the owners' 

investment of capital. When the owners are 

shareholders, their motive is return on 

investment, and it is that return that establishes 

the value of the shares. The result: Managers of 

publicly traded companies tend to put profit first 

to ensure their share prices are supported and 

their shareholders are happy. All employees are 

expected to further the goals of the company, 

and profit is high on that list. 

  

Now consider the engineer's position. Almost all 

industrial processes and construction begin with 

the engineer who does the design. The engineer 

is under enormous pressure to help create profit 

for management, and those severe pressures 

influence choicesðchoices between the safest 

and most prudent design and the design that 

sacrifices safety in the name of cost. Lower cost 

usually means higher short-term profit for the 

company. 

  

At bare minimum, all engineers who provide 

any engineering service or creative work that 

involves safeguarding life, health, or property 

must be licensed professional engineers. That's 

the only way the government and the public can 

have any assurance that industry is doing even 

the minimum to put the public ahead of profit. 

To do otherwise is patently and recklessly 

irresponsible behavior. 
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Gulf Disaster Leads to Federal Rule Requiring 

PE Approval of Safety Measures 

As oil continued to spread through the Gulf of 

Mexico, the Department of the Interior in early 

June tapped PEs to inspect well casing and 

cement design plans for underwater oil drilling 

operations in the U.S. 

PEs will have to sign off on the plans when 

undersea rigs use a blow-out preventer, the 

safety implement believed to have failed when 

the Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded and 

later sank in the Gulf in April. PEs were urged 

to make sure at least two independent, tested 

barriers exist for each well and that those 

barriers adhere to new installation guidelines. 

The resulting man-made ecological and 

technical disaster has prompted increased 

scrutiny on federal safety standards and 

regulation of the petroleum industry in the U.S. 

"We are following an orderly, responsible 

process for implementing stronger safety and 

environmental requirements of offshore 

drilling," Bob Abbey, Director of the Bureau of 

Land Management, said in a statement. "We 

need to make sure that drilling is done right, that 

it is done safely, and that oil and gas operators 

are following the law." 

"State engineering licensing laws have long 

been in place throughout the U.S. as a means to 

protect the public health, safety, and welfare 

against many of the risks and dangers to which 

we as a society are exposed," says NSPE 

Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel 

Arthur Schwartz. "This decision is a very 

positive step and another clear recognition by 

the federal government of the crucial public 

safety role that PEs play in the design and 

construction of engineered systems." 

Also in the new drilling rules (but not requiring 

PE approval): 

         CEOs must certify full 

compliance with all regulations 

governing offshore drilling;  

         Companies must provide third-

party verification of proper blow-

out preventer (BOP) operation, lind-

shear ram installation, and operation 

and re-verification of BOP 

operation on floating rigs;  

         Companies must adhere to new 

inspection and reporting 

requirements;  

         Companies must show 

secondary control systems for BOPs 

via remote-operated vehicles; and  

         They must also show proper 

documentation of proper BOP 

maintenance. 

A six-month moratorium on deep-water drilling 

in U.S. waters remained in effect, though 

drilling in shallow water (less than 500 feet) was 

still allowed. 
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Westchester 

County GIS data 
for AutoCAD 
Users  

  

Westchester County GIS is 

now making many 

planimetric features from 

the countywide base map 

available as a Web Map 

Service (WMS) which can 

be accessed (or 

ñconsumedò) by AutoCAD 

Civil 3D 2010 users. The 

WMS, which is being 

published in Open 

Geospatial Consortium 

format 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wi

ki/Web_Map_Service) 

provides Civil 3D 2010 

users dynamic access to 

geospatially referenced 

images (topo, soils, 

building footprints, 

hydrology, wetlands, edge 

of pavement, etc.).  In 

addition to making data 

available as part of the 

WMS, AutoCAD users 

can download individual 

files from the Data 

Warehouse.  For more 

information, visit the 

ñGood News for 

AutoCAD Usersò link on 

the GIS homepage at 

http://giswww.westchester

gov.com or contact Cindy 

Marx at 

llc4@westchestergov.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Opportunity Knocks- Take It 

James A. Caggiano, P.E., BCEE 

(this article may not be the position of the Board 

and is considered my opinion.) 

  I read the article in the July 10th PE magazine 

and that is nice that the Federal government now 

requires a PE to review and sign-off on plans 

before certain underwater construction projects 

begin but my feeling is for our Society to be 

more vocal and to get the message out to the 

public including government on a more 

nationwide basis. This article will be read by 

few & only understood by those in our industry. 

As a member, I will continue to pursue my 

opinion at the National level, and hope many 

others in our professional society do the same, 

to make a public statement now. As you are 

aware, this disaster just continues to grow at an 

alarming rate every day. 

As many of the Chapter know, I have been 

strong advocate for the State & National level of 

NSPE to use this opportunity although 

disastrous, to promote why a PE license should 

be require for most construction related projects 

in design & CM. Unfortunately, this the way we 

Americans & most other countries react in order 

to get something accomplished. I feel that our 

lobbyists should be putting put pressure on 

government to mandate a policy that 

construction related projects with few 

exceptions require the seal of a PE- this is how 

we can get the message across to engineers on 

why they should be a PE and join our society. 

We should be using our resources now to get 

this message to the media and the White House 

in a big way.  
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 7, 2010  GOLF OUTING  

     Ridgeway Country Club 

     (Registration Information is in this Newsletter) 

 

Wednesday, September 15, 2010  LED / Sustainable Site Lighting Design 

     Breakfast Meeting at Pleasantville Country Club 

 

Wednesday, October 20, 2010  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

Wednesday, November 10, 2010  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

January 2011    POST-HOLIDAY DINNER     

     Ernestos ï White Plains, NY 

 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

Saturday, February 5, 2011  MATHCOUNTS  

     8 AM     Pace University, Pleasantville, NY 

 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

Saturday, February 26, 2011  E-WEEK DINNER  

     7 PM     Westchester Manor 

 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

Sunday, April 3, 2011   ENGINEERING   EXPO 

      

Wednesday, April 20, 2011  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

 

Wednesday, June 22, 2011  Professional Development Hours/Networking 

http://westputpe.org/pdfs/2010GolfOuting.pdf
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Thank You to Our Individual Annual Sponsors! 

 

Robert Aiello, P.E.  
James Caggiano, P.E., B.C.E.E 

Victor Carosi, P.E. 
Salvatore A. Celona, P.E. 

Mark L. Kramer 
John H. Meyer, P.E. 

Rene R. Mueller 
Nickitas F. Panayotou, P.E. 

Steven Robbins, P.E. 
Diego Villareale, P.E.  

Calvin Weber, P.E. 

Thank you to our Advertiser Replicas for their 

generous donation of various printing needs for 

the Westchester/Putnam Chapter of NYSSPE, 

including ñThe Westchester / Putnam Engineerò 
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